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BRITISH BUTTERFLIES 

(a, b) Large Copper (I I codes dispar) Male and Female 
(c, d) Small Copper (licodes phlaeas) Male and Female 
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(a, b, c) White Letter Hairstreak (Thecla w-a/bum) Male, Female and Underside 
<d,e,/) Purple Hairstreak (Zephyrus quercus) Male, Female and Underside 
Natural size 

British Museum (Natural History) 


E132 


POST CARD. 

used for Printed or Written - The Address only to be 

Matter. Written here. 


Printed in 
Great 
Britain. 




British Museum (Natural History) 



Space 


POST CARD. 


used kor Printed or Written ^ 
Matter. 


The Address only to be 
Written here. 


Printed in 
Great 
Britain. 





c f 

ww 

g 

BRITISH BUTTERFLIES 

(a, b, c) Adonis Blue (Polyommatus thetis) Male, Female and Underside 
<d,e,f) Chalk Hill Blue (Polyommatus coridon) Male, Female and Underside 
(g) Common Blue <Polyommatus icarus) Female, for comparison 
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BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY). 


BRITISH BUTTERFLIES. 

Series No. 6. 


Before we deal with the butterflies of this series, it 
will be necessary, in order to make our list of the 
British species complete, to refer to the solitary member 
of the family Erycinidae, already dealt with, which is 
usually placed just before the Blues. This is :— 

42. Duke of Burgundy Fritillary (Nemeobius lucina). Card No. E. 45. 


On the cards of this series are illustrated the majority 
of our native species of Blues (Lycaenidae). The 
complete list of this family is as follows :— 


BLUES, COPPER AND HAIRSTREAKS ( Lycaenidae) 


43. Short-tailed Blue (Everes argiades) 

44. Silver-studded Blue ( Plebeius argus) 

45. Brown Argus (Polyommatus medon) 

46. Common Blue ( Polyomtnatus icarus) 

47. Chalk-Hill Blue {Polyomtnatus coridon) ... 

48. Adonis Blue (Polyommatus thelis) 

49. Large Blue ( Lycaena arion) . 

50. Mazarine Blue ( Nomiades semiargus ) 

51. Small Blue (Zizera minima) . 

52. Holly Blue (Lycaenopsis argiolus) 

53. Long-tailed Blue {Lampides boeticus) 

54. Large Copper (Heodes dispar) . 

55. Small Copper (Heodes phlaeas) . 

56. Brown Hairstreak (Zephyrus beiulae) 

57. Purple Hairstreak (Zephyrus quercus) ... 

58. Black Hairstreak (Thecla pruni) . 

59. White-Letter Hairstreak (Thecla w-album) 

60. Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi) 
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SHORT-TAILED BLUE (Everes argiades). 

The Short-tailed Blue has an upperside rather similar to that of the 
Silver Studded Blue, and is about the same size. It can easily be 
recognised by the short tail to each hindwing and its pale, little-spotted 
underside. First met with on Bloxworth Heath, Dorset, in 1885 by 
the Rev. Pickard Cambridge, this little butterfly has since been recorded 
from a very few other localities up to about 1896, but has not been 
met with since. Such a sporadic occurrence hardly entitles it to a 
place on the British list at all, and the chances of its being met with 
again seem very remote. It is a comparatively common and widespread 
insect abroad, so there is always a possibility that it may reappear 
one day. 

E 131 (a), (b) and (c) BROWN HAIRSTREAK ( Zephyrus betulae). 

Dissimilarity of the upperside markings in the two sexes is one of 
the most conspicuous features of Lycaenid (“ Blue ”) butterflies, more 
particularly those belonging to the typical sub-family. Hairstreaks do 
not, on the whole, exhibit so great a degree of disparity of ornamentation, 
but nevertheless it is on the whole fairly well marked, as in this species. 
The undersides throughout are practically alike in the sexes. Brown 
Hairstreaks are not commonly met with on the wing even where they 
are known to exist. They are best obtained by “ beating ” for the 
stout, rather slug-like larvae, which feed upon sloe, and are easily 
reared in captivity. Although to be found in most of the counties of 
England and Wales and in Ireland, the species is by no means common. 

E 131 (d), (e) and (/) BLACK HAIRSTREAK (Theda pruni). 

The upperside of this species somewhat resembles that of the White- 
Letter Hairstreak (see below), but any difficulty in separating them 
should be dispelled by an examination of the underside. A row of little 
black spots will be found along the inner edge of the red marginal band 
in this species, whereas in the White-Letter Hairstreak these spots are 
united to form a wavy band. However, the difficulty is not likely 
often to arise, for the Black Hairstreak is a rare butterfly virtually 
confined to a few of the Midland counties. Its “ tree-top ” habits 
render it difficult of capture and protect it to some extent from the 
collectors who are probably the worst enemies of all our rare British 
Lepidoptera. 

E 132 (a), ( b ) and (c) WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK (Theda 
w-album). 

As in the last species, the males of this dark little butterfly can be 
separated easily from the females by the presence of a little oval patch 
of modified scales (the “ brand ” or androconial patch) situated near 
the middle of the front edge of the forewing. Its name is derived 
from the W-shaped white line on the underside of the hindwing. This 
is more prominent in females than in males, and does not show very 
clearly in the male figured on the postcard. The butterfly is on the 
wing in July, and although not nearly so restricted as the Black Hair¬ 
streak in its distribution in these islands is by no means common. 
Where it does occur it is usually to be met with fairly plentifully. 

E 132 (d), (e) and (/) PURPLE HAIRSTREAK ( Zephyrus quercus). 

With the exception of the Green Hairstreak (Card No. E 45) this is 
our commonest Hairstreak. It is to be met with in most of the larger 




oak woods in the south of England and extends northwards as far as 
Ross in Scotland. It is particularly fond of flying about the upper 
branches of oaks, and on this account it is perhaps more often seen 
than captured. The metallic, purplish colour of the male, less in extent 
in the female, renders the insect peculiarly attractive when seen on the 
wing in the bright sun ; and presents a problem in colour-reproduction 
which has not yet been mastered. 

E 133 ( a) and (6) LARGE COPPER (Hcodes dispar). 

We must blame the march of civilisation for the loss of this glorious 
butterfly. Formerly it was by no means uncommon in certain parts of 
the Fens : now it is extinct. Its disappearance coincided with the 
draining of the Fens ; and now the species is only to be obtained in 
the Sale Room. The largest collection of them anywhere in existence 
is probably represented by the hundred specimens in the Natural 
History Museum. On the continent of Europe the species is replaced 
by the very distinct race known as rutilus, but it is interesting to note 
that of late years a form has been met with in Holland very closely 
approaching our extinct dispar in appearance. 

E 133 (c) and (d) SMALL COPPER (Heod.es phlaeas). 

This delightful little butterfly, as it rests on a stick or stone and 
twists and turns to catch the rays of the sun, or skips actively away 
when disturbed, seems imbued with the spirit of sunlight. It is still to 
be met with even*within the “ five mile radius ” of Charing Cross, and 
can usually be found somewhere or other throughout the summer ; for 
one brood succeeds another with surprising rapidity, and not without 
some confusion at times, so long as the weather remains suitable. Its 
little slug-like green caterpillar feeds on sorrel and dock, and can easily 
be found if carefully looked for. 

E 134 (a), (6) and (c) BROWN ARGUS ( Polyommaius medon). 

Considerable variation occurs in this species in the size and number 
of the orange spots along the margins of the wrings; and in certain 
localities a form is found with a white spot near the curtain of the 
forewings. This last form is known as variety artaxerxes, and was at 
one time considered a distinct species. It is almost exclusively a 
northern form. In the neighbourhood of Durham a variable race, with 
or without this white spot, is found, and is known as salmMcis. Specimens 
in which the orange spots of the upperside are entirely absent are known 
as variety allotts. It is an interesting little species and may best be 
distinguished from the females of the Common Blue, which it closely 
resembles, by the more intensely orange colour of the marginal spots. 

E 134 (d), (e) and (/) SILVER-STUDDED BLUE ( Plebeius argus ). 

An easy method of recognising the species of this genus, Plebeius, as 
distinct from other similar Blues of the genus Polyommaius, is furnished 
by the little groups of silvery scales near the margins of the hindwings 
on the underside. There is only the one species in Britain, and this is 
to be found chiefly on sandy heaths in most parts of England and 
Wales, and in Scotland as far north as Perthshire Whether it occurs 
in Ireland or not is a little doubtful. July and August are the months 
in which it is on the wing. The caterpillar feeds on gorse and vetch. 
The butterfly is usually very much attached to small restricted areas, 
not flying far, and in consequence it exhibits a good deal of racial 
variation even 'within the limits of its range as given above. 



E 134 (g), (h) and (t) SMALL BLUE (Zitera minima). 

The markings of the underside of this little butterfly most resemble 
those of the Mazarine Blue. There should be no confusion, however, 
since the coloration of the upperside is quite different, and further the 
chances of meeting the latter species in this country are extremely 
small. It is a common species in sheltered grassy situations in 
most southern counties, especially on chalk hills, and occurs very locally 
in places as far north as Aberdeen. On account of its small size and 
inconspicuous coloration it is very easy to overlook when on the wing, 
for its flight at times hardly suggests that of a Blue. Its food plant is 
vetch. Abroad the species has a wide range ; and the genus to which 
it belongs is probably the most widely spread of all the genera of the Blues. 

E 133 (a), (6) and (c) ADONIS BLUE (Polyommalus tketis). 

Undoubtedly this is the most brilliant of our native Blues. The 
beautiful sky-blue colour of the male, with its black and white chequered 
fringes will serve at once to distinguish it from any other British species. 
The female is not so easy to recognise and is frequently confused with 
that of the Chalk Hill Blue. Reference to the card, however, should 
make clear the differences. Two rather extreme forms have been 
figured so as to emphasise the differences. The female Adonis Blue is 
generally rather darker in tint on both surfaces, the orange marginal 
spots are large and more prominent on the upperside and look nearer 
the margin. The butterfly is perhaps more generally known under the 
scientific name bellargus than as thelis, but the latter is the correct name. 
Two broods occur during the year, the first in May and June, the second 
in August and September. It is to be looked for on the chalk downs 
of Kent, Surrey and Sussex to Dorset, where, in places, it is abundant. 

E 133 (d), (e) and (/) CHALK HILL BLUE (Polyommatus coridon). 

This silvery-blue species is found in much the same localities as 
the Adonis Blue, but is commoner, more widely distributed, even 
occurring as far north as Cumberland, and much more generally met 
with. It has only one brood in the year, which is on the wing in July 
and August, between the two broods of the other species. On rare 
occasions specimens which in many ways have some of the characters 
of both species have been met with between their normal times of 
occurrence, and some considerable evidence is forthcoming to suggest 
that these may be natural hybrids. The Chalk Hill Blue is a peculiarly 
variable species, more particularly in the female sex. This sex is 
normally brown on the upperside with only slight indications of blue, 
but there exists a very beautiful variety known as syngrapha in which, 
with the exception ot the marginal markings, the surface is entirely 
silvery-blue like that of the male. The butterfly passes the winter in 
the egg state, and the young larvae, emerging in the spring, appear to 
feed promiscuously upon the low-growing herbage peculiar to chalk downs. 

E 135 (g) COMMON BLUE (Polyommatus teams). 

This female is here shown principally for the sake of comparison with 
those of the other two species illustrated on the same card. The upper 
and underside of the male is shewn on card No. E 45, and reference 
should be made to the leaflet accompanying set E 5 for fuller particulars 
of the species. 

Set E 23. 
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